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Introduction
This report is an expression of the goals and vision of the
American Indian Council of Mariposa County for the creation of
an Indian Cultural Center in Yosemite Valley. Discussions
between the tribe and the National Park Service for an Indian
Cultural Center have been on-going over the last 25 years. A
presence for the tribe in Yosemite Valley has deep cultural and
religious meaning. Several members grew up in the former Indian
village and for them there is added significance. For the tribe,
there is great urgency to see this project become a reality.
Historians estimate that approximately 3,000 years ago the
Southern Sierra Miwok Indians became established in lands now
encompassed by Yosemite National Park. By the late eighteenth
century Southern Miwok people populated most of Yosemite.
Non-Indian people first entered Yosemite Valley in 1851, and life
changed drastically for the native residents. With the creation of
Yosemite National Park, the Indians continued to live in the park,
however, after 1900 the number of Indian people living in
Yosemite began to decline. In the early 1930s, the long-standing
Indian village was dismantled and replaced by cabins referred to
as the “New Indian Village”. The National Park Service (NPS)
owned the New Indian Village and rented the cabins to the
Indians. In 1969 the last cabins were removed, and for the first
time, Yosemite’s Indians no longer lived in Yosemite Valley.
This report will set forth the desires of the American Indian Council
of Mariposa County for the development of an Indian Cultural
Center in Yosemite Valley. The concept of a place for Indian people
to continue their culture in Yosemite Valley was first discussed in
the mid-1970s, during development of the park’s General
Management Plan (GMP). Discussions included the reintroduction
of a traditional Miwok Village in Yosemite Valley. In 1980 the GMP
was approved. The GMP specifically recognized the Yosemite
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Miwok, represented by the American Indian Council of Mariposa
County, Inc., as having special ties to park lands. The Yosemite
Miwok’s culture, traditions, and continued use of parklands were
recognized as enhancing the meaning and sacred nature of
Yosemite. The GMP also stated “the Yosemite Indian people,
through the Council, will be encouraged to practice their traditional
ceremonies on park lands and to share their traditions, culture, and
history with other park visitors.” The GMP designated the site of the
“New Indian Village,” to be the site for an Indian Cultural Center.
The Indian Cultural Center is to be constructed and operated by the
Council as a place for traditional Indian ceremonies and activities.
The Yosemite Valley Plan, completed in 2000, restated, with some
additional detail, the purpose and elements of the Indian cultural
center. In 2001 The Yosemite Fund donated money to the Council
for the development of this plan. Concurrent with this plan for the
Indian cultural center, planning for redevelopment of Yosemite
Lodge and Sunnyside Campground (Camp 4) is in progress. This
parallel planning allows the parts to be planned so that they work
together as a whole.

Text from the 1980 General Management Plan:

Yosemite Village

Camp 4
(Sunnyside Camp)

Yosemite Lodge

Indian Cultural
Center Site

Yosemite Valley
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“Because Indian people have inhabited the park for at least
2,000 years [more recently stated as 3,000 years] (and
Indian tradition maintains that they were created here), their
continued use of the park is as important as preserving the
wildlife and natural surroundings. The culture and traditions
of the Miwok Indians and their ancestors enhance the
meaning and sacred nature of Yosemite. Through an
understanding of local Indian culture and traditions, the
public will have an opportunity to gain a greater respect for
the natural wonders of the park and their significance to a
different culture. Consequently, it is the policy of the National
Park Service to recognize the culture and the religious
tradition of the Miwok and their ancestors in the park’s plans
and programs, as long as this policy is consistent with the
values for which Yosemite was made a national park. The
Park Service will continue to work with the American Indian
Council of Mariposa County to implement this plan.
The Yosemite Indian people, through the American Indian
Council of Mariposa County, will be encouraged to practice
their traditional ceremonies in the park and to share their
traditions, culture, and history with other park visitors. An
Indian cultural center will be constructed and operated in
Yosemite Valley at the former Indian village site west of
Sunnyside campground by the American Indian Council of
Mariposa County under a special use permit. The site for the
center was identified by the Indian council. The special use
permit will provide for the conduct of bona fide traditional
Indian ceremonies and activities. The center will be
available to the public, and there will be no permanent
private or residential use. The center will provide a unique
opportunity for visitors to become aware of the local Indian
culture and will also help the Indian culture of Yosemite to
remain a living culture. The center will be accessible to all
visitors and will be operated in a manner that will minimize
conflict with other interpretive and commercial activities. The
atmosphere must be proper for traditional ceremonies and
private enough to conduct sacred ceremonies in a dignified
and traditional manner. It will consist of a traditional
roundhouse, a sweat lodge, and several umachas (bark
tepees). Sanitary facilities will be the only nontraditional
structure.”
Text from the 2000 Yosemite Valley Plan:
“An Indian Cultural Center would be established by the
American Indian Council of Mariposa County, Inc. (Southern
Sierra Miwok) at the site of the last-occupied Indian village
in Yosemite Valley (west of Camp 4 [Sunnyside
Campground]). This center would provide a location for
Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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culturally associated Indian people to conduct traditional
ceremonies and to practice and teach techniques of
traditional lifeways. While the center would be open to the
public, access might be limited during special ceremonies.
Some public interpretation would occur, but this cultural
center would not replace the primary educational function of
the current Indian Village of Ahwahnee at Yosemite Village.
Facilities at the Indian Cultural Center would consist of
structures and landscape features typical of an Indian village
from the mid- to late-19th century. One large, partly
subterranean ceremonial roundhouse and a smaller
sweatlodge would be constructed. Approximately 15 cedar
bark umachas (conical houses) would be built in the vicinity
of the roundhouse and sweatlodge. Plants important for
food, basketry, and medicinal uses may be grown. Existing
archeological features, such as mortar rocks, would remain
in place and be incorporated into the village design. The last
extant structure from the original village, a small cabin (the
former Westley and Alice Wilson home) currently being used
as a National Park Service office, would be moved back to
the village and adaptively reused as the cultural center
office. A new kitchen and restroom facility would be
constructed. Utilities (water, sewer, propane, unimproved
road access, and electrical service) would be provided.
Screening would be established where necessary to visually
separate the cultural center and Northside Drive, Yosemite
Lodge, Camp 4 (Sunnyside Campground), and the Valley
Loop Trail. The Valley Loop Trail could be relocated to a
route south of the cultural center to minimize intrusions.
Overnight parking for scheduled activities would be provided
at the Indian Cultural Center or other administrative areas.”
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Planning Process
Planning for this project was accomplished through an open
planning process with the American Indian Council of Mariposa
County. The process began with a site visit with several of the
tribal leaders. The history of the tribe in Yosemite was discussed
as well as their goals and vision for the project. The plan was
developed and refined through a series of workshops with the
tribe. Upon approval of this plan by the Tribal Council, it will be
presented to the National Park Service. The NPS will prepare an
environmental document based on the final report. The plan will
then become the subject of a use agreement between the
American Indian Council of Mariposa County and the National
Park Service.
Project Meetings
6/22/01
Initial meeting with Tribal representatives
8/15/01
Meeting with Tribal Council
9/22/01
Community workshop
11/10/01
On-site workshop
1/26/02
Community workshop
5/23/02
On-site workshop/review of draft plan

On-site planning workshop
Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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Scope and Program
The Indian Cultural Center will have two main components: a
traditional village and a modern community building. There will
also be components for utilities, access and parking.
Site: Last occupied Indian village in Yosemite Valley. Located
west of Camp 4.
Purpose: A place to continue culture and traditions.
Traditional Village (structures to be built by tribal members):
- Round house – approximately 50’ diameter
- Sweat lodge
- Bark houses (approximately 15)
- Acorn granaries
- Sun shelter
- Pounding rocks
- Important landscape plants
- Interpretive exhibits
Modern Area:
Community Building (up to 3,000 sf):
- Common room
- Kitchen (able to prepare food for 300 people)
- Dressing rooms with showers
- Restrooms (configured for public access from exterior)
- Storage area
- Relocated historic cabin (possible caretaker residence)
Picnic area with shade structure(s)
- one large shade structure (approx. 1,500 sf)
- one or more smaller shade structures (to provide
additional “meeting rooms” during conferences, approx.
150 sf each)
- Outdoor cooking area/fire pit
Utilities:
to Community Building:
- Electric
- Sewer
- Water
- Propane
- Telephone
to Traditional Village:
- Electric
- Water for fire protection
Fire Protection at Traditional Village
8
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To be discussed with Yosemite fire marshal

Access:
- Service drive to community building
- Accessible path between accessible parking, community
building, and traditional village (suitable for emergency
vehicle use)
Parking:
- Accessible parking is provided at the community building
- Large events will utilize satellite parking and shuttles
Other Considerations:
- Buffer zone between Indian Cultural Center and Camp 4
(minimum distance separation and possible screen
planting). Yosemite Valley Plan calls for removal of 5
historic campsites and the addition of 33 new campsites.
- Screening of traditional village from Northside Drive by
means of planting and/or fence
- Larger events may require portable toilets.
- A caretaker may require housing elsewhere.
- Largest annual event may draw up to 350-400 people.
- Valley Loop Trail will be relocated to not pass through
traditional village.

Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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The Plan
The goal of the Yosemite Indian Cultural Center is to provide the
space and elements necessary for the Miwoks to practice their
cultural traditions. The Site Plan will allow the Miwok elders to
teach their descendants the Miwok culture and traditions. This
plan is the result of the consensus built in the meetings.

Site Organization
The site is divided into two main use areas: the “modern area”
which contains the community building, parking, historic cabin and
picnic shelter; and the “traditional village area” which contains the
roundhouse, sweatlodge, bark houses and ceremonial area.
There are also buffer areas that provide separation from Camp 4
and from Northside Drive.
The eastern boundary of the Indian Cultural Center will run along
the drainage ditch closest to Camp 4 (the second drainage ditch).
The boundary then parallels the edge of Northside Drive and
wraps around the last pounding rock on the northwest portion of
the site. The northern boundary is the naturally talus slope. The
precise boundaries of the site will be surveyed and become part
of the new use agreement.

Concept plan bubble diagram
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Community Building
The new community building is sited near the footprint of the
previous garage. The new community buildings larger that the
previous garage structure and will therefore occupy more space.
The new building has been carefully sited to minimize grading
and the number of trees to be removed. The building is located at
the end of the historic service road. Several parking spaces will
be provided, including an accessible parking space.
The community building kitchen is located on the west side of the
building to be convenient for the picnic area. This kitchen is
intended to be sized for the preparation of food for 300 people.
There are two dressing rooms, one for men and one for women.
Each dressing room has showers and dressing areas, toilet, and
sink. The dressing rooms are accessed from the back of the
building to meet the needs of those in the ceremonies and of
those who are fasting. There is a mens’ and womens’ restroom
that can be accessed from within the community building or from
the outside. The dual entry points allows the Indian members to
control access into their building while providing the public access
to the restrooms. The building also includes a central common
room with fireplace and storage closet.

Community Building front elevation

Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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RESTROOM
KITCHEN

DRESSING
ROOM

DRESSING
ROOM
RESTROOM

COMMON ROOM

Concept Community Building Concept Floor Plan
Scale: 1/16” = 1’-0”
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Historic Cabin
The last remaining historic cabin will be relocated
adjacent to the Community Building. As shown on the
site plan, the cabin will be located on one on the cabin
footprints. The cabin may serve as a caretaker’s office
and residence. If used as a residence, the cabin may
need to be expanded.

Shade Structure/Picnic Area
The shade structure and picnic area are located in
close proximity to the community building and kitchen. It
has a large serving counter and picnic tables. An
outdoor cooking area/fire pit is also included nearby.
Additional smaller shade structures may also be built to
provide additional outdoor meeting areas.

Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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Traditional Village
The traditional village will provide an appropriate site for
continuation of traditional activities and ceremonies. It should
provide privacy during ceremonial activities, but be open to
visitors at other times for sharing of the cultural traditions. The
only modern conveniences planned are electricity for construction
and maintenance activities and water for fire suppression.
The structures in the traditional village will be of traditional design,
to be constructed by the tribal members.
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Roundhouse
The most prominent structure is the Roundhouse. As tradition
requires, the door faces east. This building will be approximately
50’ in diameter and partially subterranean. A large pit 40’ to 50’ in
diameter will be dug to a depth of three or four feet. Over this a
roof in the form of a low cone supported by heavy beams will be
erected. In front of the roundhouse is a clearing that will be used
for ceremonies. Fire protection for this structure will be discussed
with the Yosemite Fire Marshal.

Sweat Lodge
The Sweat Lodge is located in close proximity to the Roundhouse
and ceremony space. Its construction is similar to that of the
Roundhouse, but it is smaller in scale (25’ to 30’ diameter).

Wahhoga Yosemite Indian Cultural Center
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Bark Houses
Scattered throughout the traditional portion of the site are 15
conical, bark houses (umachas). These structures have come to
epitomize traditional Miwok dwellings. Many of these structures
have been located on the footprints of the old cabins.

Acorn Granaries
The importance of the acorn as a substantial part of the Miwok
diet is demonstrated in the acorn storage structure known as a
chakka. Acorns were stored in nest-like containers that were
raised off the ground. Several of these structures will be placed
around the traditional village.
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Pounding Rocks
Several historic pounding rocks are extant at the village site.
These will be incorporated into the plan.
Cultural Landscape Plants
Many of the native plants found in Yosemite Valley were used for
food, medicinal, and other cultural uses by the Miwoks. As
conditions will allow, several of these plants may be planted in
and around the Indian Cultural Center. Plants will be propagated
from seeds and cuttings collected from plants in Yosemite Valley.
Plants will need watering (by hand or temporary irrigation system)
during establishment period. Plants may include:
Common Name:_______Scientific Name:_________________
blackberry
black oak
bracken fern
coffeeberry
columbine
elderberry
flowering currant
giant chain fern
hazelnut
manzanita
milkweed
mugwort
raspberry
red-osier dogwood
Sierra gooseberry
snowberry
soaproot
thimbleberry
western choke cherry
wild grape

Rubus vitifolius
Quercus kelloggii
Pteridium aquilinum var. lanuginosum
Rhamnus californica
Aquilegia formosa
Sambucus sp.
Ribes nevadensis
Woodwardia fimbriata
Corylus cornuta var. californica
Arctostaphylos mariposa
Asclepias speciosa
Artemisia douglasiana
Rubus leucadermis
Cornus stolonifera
Ribes sp.
Symphoricarpos rivularis
Chlorogalum pomeridianum
Rubus parviflorus
Prunus virginiana var. demissa
Vitus californica

Screen Planting
There is a desire to provide some additional visual screening
between the traditional village, Northside Drive, and Camp 4. This
may be accomplished with a combination of fences and screen
planting. Plants for screening will likely need to be established in
the existing forest areas, so shade tolerance is an important
characteristic. Possible screen plants include:
Common Name:_______Scientific Name:_________________
incense cedar
red-osier dogwood
spicebush
i
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Calocedrus decurrens
Cornus stolonifera
Calycanthus occidentalis
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Utilities
Site utilities to the Community Building and historic cabin will
include water, electric, sewer, propane, and telephone. In the
traditional village electric service and water for fire protection will
be provided. The electric service will be provided in a central
location in a well camoflaged place. The water for fire protection
will be at a hydrant. Discussions with the Yosemite Fire Marshal
will determine the fire protection needs for the site.
Access
The Indian Cultural Center will be a place to share the culture with
park visitors. The site will be open to visitors on a schedule to be
determined by the Tribal Council. The site will be closed to visitors
during sacred ceremonies. At other times, entry to the site for
pedestrians will be controlled through the community center via
the service road from Northside Drive or the Valley Loop Trail. An
access gate will be installed at the end of the road leading to the
community building. This will be the only entry into the site.
Access will be controlled by a combination of signs, fencing, and
screen planting.
There is currently no visitor parking planned, so visitors will
access the site on foot, or eventually from a shuttle bus stop.
Disabled visitors will be allowed to park at the community center.
All of the elements on the site will have access for the disabled.
There is an accessible path, which connects the accessible
parking, the community building and the traditional village.
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Addendum:

2011 Construction Progress on the Roundhouse

Wood and other construction materials
have been gathered and collected from
around Yosemite Valley. Traditional
construction methods are being utilized
to build the roundhouse and other
traditional structures. The roundhouse
excavation, walls, and king post are seen
in the photograph above.

